FROM  OUR  READERS  .  .  . 

Andy  Ranachan,  Toronto,  Canada: 

I  have  just  received  my  first  issue 
("America's  Best  Music")  of  my  sub¬ 
scription,  and  to  put  it  mildly.  I'm 
knocked  out.  I've  spent  all  day  reading 
it  and  feel  I  must  inform  you  ^f  its 
impact.  Both  on  a  graphic  and  content 
level,  it  is  the  most  satisfying  journal 
I  have  read  in  quite  a  long  time. 

I  teach  a  course  on  Southern  litera¬ 
ture  and  history  and  I  feel  it  will  be 
an  invaluable  teaching  tool  for  myself 
and  a  research  aid  for  my  students.  I 
have  called  the  University  library  and 
I  am  following  up  with  a  written 
request  that  they  immediately  sub¬ 
scribe  to  your  publication.  I  will  also 
pass  it  amongst  my  colleagues  in  the 
hopes  of  engendering  similar  subscrip¬ 
tion  responses. 

Jolly  Robinson:  I  just  saw  Vol. I,  No. 
3-4  ("No  More  Moanin'")  and  would 
like  to  have  »  copy.  My  grandparents 
and  mother  and  uncle  lived  in  Llano 
and  Fairhope;  my  cousin  went  to  Black 
Mountain  College,  and  a  friend.  Sis 
Cunningham,  attended  Commonwealth 
College  in  the  thirties.  I  grew  up  in 
Arden,  Delaware,  a  small  single  tax 
colony  very  few  folks  know  about.  I'm 
currently  teaching  a  course  in  Labor 
Songs  As  History  and  am  also  much 
interested  in  the  Gastonia  strike  and 
Ella  Mae  Wiggins,  and  all  the  southern 
songwriter/singers  and  their  lives  and 
struggles. 

Name  Withheld:  I  have  purchased 
two  copies  of  your  journal  at  my  local 
bookstore  and  wish  now  to  subscribe. 

I  wish  you  continued  success  (which  I 
hope  you  are  having)  in  this  work. 
Might  I  suggest  some  possibilities  for 
future  articles? 

a.  Use  of  convict  labor  and  efforts 
to  end  it. 

b.  Interracial  or  black  communities; 
e.g.  Koinonia  Farms  (Americus,  Ga.); 
Freedom  Farms  (Ruleville,  Miss.);  New 
Communities  (Leesburg,  Ga.);  Soul 
City,  N.C.;  etc. 

c.  Musical  instrument  makers  in  the 
South,  both  old  and  new,  who  make 
banjos,  guitars,  dulcimers,  etc.  There 
are  some  great  old  people  (and  some 
not  so  old)  who  have  continued  a 
multi-generation  tradition  of  family 
instrument  making.  Some  good  history 


d.  The  Citizen's  Councils,  the  Klan— 
dead,  dying,  hanging  on  — what?  How 
much  of  the  Klan  is  race  hatred  and 
how  much  is  rebellion  against  class 
privilege  or  culture,  etc.?  How  much 
of  it  is  social,  giving  one  a  sense  of 
belonging  and  purposefulness? 
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and  culture  here  — what's  it  been  like 
during  good  and  hard  times,  how  has 
their  craft  changed,  how  has  the  music 
changed  and  the  performers  or  pur¬ 
chasers.  too,  etc.,  etc.  There  appears 
to  be  a  real  boom  going  for  the  once 
dying  dulcimer —  why? 


